
Title: The One Greater Than Jonah is Here 

Passage: Matthew 12:22-41 
 

Introduction/Context of Passage: 
Authority of Jesus shown 

 Heal diseases 

 Cast out demons 

 Forgive sin 

 Over religious leaders 

Key point: 

 God wants you to be in relationship with the King of Kings, not mere religion (external 
behaviors) 

Passage: Matthew 12:38-41 

...Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign 
from you.” But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will 
be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and three nights 
in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. 
 

Question 

Matthew 12:38 

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from 
you.” 

 insincere question seeking a sign as really not asking so can have a reason to sincerely follow 
Jesus but to merely question Jesus’ authority.  

 Question: What more do you need to otherwise believe and trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior? 

Response: The Sign of Jonah 

Matthew 12:39-41 

But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given 
to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 
belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. 
 

What are the ways that Jesus was greater than Jonah? 
 

Jesus was obedient  
Jonah fled in disobedience 

Jonah 1:1-3 

Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before me.” But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish 
from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he 
paid the fare and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord. 

 Jonah went the opposite direction and tried to hide from God.  



Contrast: Jesus was obedient 
Philippians 2:8 

And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 
John 6:38 

For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 
 

Jesus was sinless  
Jonah was a sinful man 
 

Contrast: Jesus was eternally sinless 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
Hebrews 4:15 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
 

Jesus was compassionate  
Jonah dislikes Nineveh  
Jonah 4:2-3 

And he prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord, is not this what I said when I was yet in my country? 
That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. Therefore now, O Lord, 
please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 
 

Jesus  
Matthew 9:36 

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, 
like sheep without a shepherd. 
Mark 2:17 

And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
1 Timothy 1:15-16 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the 
foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe 
in him for eternal life. 
 

Jesus preached a better message 

Jonah told a message of condemnation 

Jonah 3:4 

Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 
 

Jesus provides a message of both repentance and salvation 

Mark 1:15 

and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel.” 
Romans 3:23 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
 



How be saved? 

John 14:6 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 
John 11:25-26 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall 
he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 
John 3:36 

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God remains on him. 
Acts 16:31 

And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 
 

Greater sign than Jonah 

Jonah  
Jonah 1:17 

And the Lord appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three 
days and three nights. 

 Nineveh worshipped a god of fish 

 God used Jonah’s experience as a special sign to them.  

Jesus 

 Jesus was dead and now alive! 

1 Corinthians 15:3-6 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more 
than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 
 

Question: Do you really believe in the resurrection of Jesus? 

 Your soul and eternity is at stake 

John 3:18 

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 
 

If you really believe in Jesus, then must actually follow Him  
John 14:15 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
James 2:19 

You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 
 

If doubting God, surrender your life to God. 
Romans 8:28 

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. 
Hebrews 12:3 



Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow 
weary or fainthearted. 
 

If believe, place Jesus as the foundation of your life.  
Luke 9:23 

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me. 
 


